
Vermejo Park Ranch Hunter Information 

What is Vermejo Park Ranch? 

Vermejo Park Ranch consists of over 550,000 acres of contiguous private land located in northeastern New Mexico 
where the Great Plains meet the Rockies.  The ranch, once a part of the 1.7 million-acre Beaubien-Miranda (Maxwell) 
Land Grant is now owned by media mogul and conservationist Ted Turner / Turner Enterprises, Inc.  Altitudes on 
the ranch range from 6,300 to over 12,000 feet above sea level, covering several biomes from native prairie to alpine 
tundra. Vermejo Park Ranch is home to approximately 7,500 elk, thousands of deer, pronghorn,  Merriam’s turkeys, 
hundreds of bear cougar and other native wildlife.  The ranch also maintains a herd of "Castlerock" bison, a unique 
genetic strain.   Hunting has been a part of the ranch since ancestors of the Jicarilla Apaches, Kiowa and other Native 
American tribes roamed the area looking for bison, elk and deer. 

How do I get to the ranch?

Vermejo is located 260 miles from Albuquerque and Denver and 220 miles from Colorado Springs.  The nearest 
commercial airports are located in these three cities. Raton, NM has a local airport for private planes with a runway 
that can accommodate larger jets, such as Gulfstream.  Airport pickups at the Raton airport can be arranged at no 
additional charge. Pickups at larger cities are charged at $50/hour per vehicle (including wait time in the event of 
flight delays).   

To get to Vermejo from any of the three commercial airports, take I-25 to Raton, NM.  At Raton, take NM Hwy 555 
(intersection is next to Tractor Supply) west.  Follow NM 555 for 32 miles of pavement and approximately six miles 
of gravel road to the Main Lodge. 

• Check-in time is after 11:00 am (MST). A buffet lunch is served to our guests.
• Prior to arrival, please contact our front desk at 575-445-3097 to let us know your estimated time of arrival.
• When you arrive at the electronic gate, use the intercom to buzz the front desk ,and they will let you in.  

The front desk will call your guide via radio, and he will meet you at the Main Lodge.
• In the afternoon, your guide will lead you to your rooms and acquaint you with the hunt logistics and 

sight-in.
• Your pre-hunt meeting will be held at 6:00 pm (MST) in the Main Lodge on arrival day.  This meeting 

covers safety, logistics, expectations, Vermejo wildlife management, and hunt statistics, provided by Ranch 
personnel and biologists.

What your hunt package covers: 

• Trophy and Premium hunts include lodging, meals, full guide service, license fees, game skinning and 
selected amenities available at the time of your stay.

• Non-hunter stays are not included in any package.  Non-hunting guests will be charged a nightly rate for 
meals and lodging.

• Late season guided cow elk hunts do not include meals or lodging.
• Rates do not include alcoholic beverages, Company Store purchases or customary gratuities to hospitality 

staff and guides.
• Suggested gratuity is 10-20% of the total cost of your package with a portion given to your guide and the 

remainder to be shared by Vermejo staff.
• Late arrivals or early departures are subject to the full booking fee. No refunds or discounts are offered.

ARRIVAL: 



Youth Hunting

Vermejo encourages youth hunting opportunities.   One way that we do this by offering a free cow elk hunt (license 
fee not included) to any youth accompanying an adult who is hunting a Trophy or mangement elk or deer hunt, as 
well as any premium cow hunt.  To qualify, the youth must be between 12 and 18-years-old, hold a valid Hunter 
Education certification (which they must carry in the field in accordance with NM state law)  and share lodging with 
the adult.   We no longer allow hunters under 12 years of age to hunt at Vermejo. 

New Mexico Customer Identification Number 

In order for our staff to purchase your license and have it available to you upon arrival, you must obtain a Customer 
Identification Number (CIN) from the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish.  These are available online at 
www.wildlife.state.nm.us.   When you get this number, please e-mail it to hunts@vermejo.com.

Meat Processing and Taxidermy

Unless specifically stated, meat processing is not included in the hunt fee. A custom meat processor (Cinnamon 
Creek Wild Game Processing, Ft. Worth, TX) will be on-site during the Trophy and Premium Hunts.  They will skin/
cape your trophy as part of the cost of your hunt.   If you would like for them to process and ship your game meat 
and/or ship your hide and antlers, they can do so for an additional fee paid to the processor.  They can also arrange to 
have your taxidermy work done at Alpine Taxidermy (Ft. Worth, TX).  We do not allow hunters wanting to take their 
meat with them to bone out their animals inside of our Game Barn; and Cinnamon Creek does not provide this 
service.  If you plan to take your meat home with you, we suggest you bring a folding table and prober cutlery, so that 
you may take care of this outside of the building.  

The Hunt

While hunting at Vermejo Park Ranch, you can expect to see a lot of game with many opportunities to take your 
quarry.  Vermejo is divided  into 35 different hunting units made up of tens of thousands of acres.  Each guide and 
their hunter(s) will have an entire hunting unit to themselves each day.  This provides ample space to ensure a safe, 
quality hunting experience.   Each day, the guide may choose alternate areas or stay in a particular area depending on 
the events of the day prior.    

The hunts are generally a combination of covering ground by truck and on foot.  Hunting is mostly spot and stalk, 
save for elk rut hunts when calling is used to bring elk closer. Please inform your guide of your preferred style of 
hunting and he will accommodate as best as he can.  Generally speaking, there is a morning hunt, a break for lunch, 
then an evening hunt. For certain hunts, it can pay off to stay out all day, but this is not the norm.  

http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/


Vermejo Park Ranch Wounding Policy 

We understand that wounds do occur in this timely tradition of hunting. However, we would hope that hunting 
guests at Vermejo make good shot choices and shot placement. Vermejo Park has a “blood and done” policy for ALL 
hunts that take place on the ranch. This means once a hunter draws blood on an animal, that animal belongs to that 
hunter for the remainder of the hunt. Every effort will be made to recover the animal while the hunter is on the ranch 
with the help of the hunter’s guide. If the animal is not recovered, we do not allow guests to hunt for another animal. 
Sometimes, the animal is recovered after the hunter has left and we will do our best to make sure the hunter has first 
right to reclaim the antlers from the recovered bull.   

Vermejo’s hunt program closely monitors the number of wounds on a per hunt and per hunter basis.  Some hunts 
(archery typically) have higher wounding loss than others.  Beginning with the 2019 season, Vermejo has 
implemented a “3 strikes and out” dismissal policy with the regards of individuals who have wounded 3 animals 
within a five-year period. Individuals that have hunted at Vermejo in the last five years and have had 2 or more 
wounds will be given one, and only one, more opportunity to hunt Vermejo.  Should a hunter who has already 
wounded 2 animals in the last 5 years wounds another in 2019 they will not be allowed back in future years. If a 
hunter goes five years without wounding an animal, their wounding tally will be put back at zero. We hope that with 
this new policy, every hunter that plans to hunt Vermejo, is familiar his/her equipment and is prepared for their hunt 
prior to coming to Vermejo. 

Practice Shooting!

We cannot over emphasize practicing with your bow or rifle.   If you are going to use shooting sticks or a bipod, 
please practice setting them up and shooting with them BEFORE you come to Vermejo.  Practice at various yardages 
from all shooting positions.  Learn to shoot only as far as you are comfortable shooting.  Practice and patience will 
make for a much more enjoyable and successful hunting experience. 

Safety

At Vermejo, we have two main goals.  The first and most important is ensuring the safety of our guests and 
employees.  The second is providing an enjoyable and memorable experience for our guests.   Hunting can be 
strenuous.  While much of our hunting is based from a vehicle, you may be walking over rough, uneven terrain at 
elevations between 6,300 and 11,000 feet.  If you have physical limitations that may prohibit you from doing so, 
please let us know so that we can plan accordingly.  

The use of both firearms and bow and arrow have risks.   There is a safe way to handle both weapons; and your guide 
may alert you if you are not handling either in the safest way.  Please adhere to your guide's instructions, as he is there 
to make your hunting experience both successful and safe. 



Firearms Safety Rules Everyone Should Know and Follow 

• ALWAYS treat a gun as if it were LOADED.
• Keep your finger off of the trigger until you are ready to fire.
• Be sure of your target and what is beyond.
• Be aware of your surroundings.
• NEVER point the muzzle of your gun at anything you do not intend to shoot.

General Gear Recommendations

Below are some guidelines for what to bring when hunting at Vermejo Park Ranch.  Remember the old adage, “Better 
to have and not need, than to need and not have.”    

For all hunts - we recommend the following gear and/or supplies: 

• Binoculars.
• Range finder.
• Backpack for carrying water, snacks and any extra gear in the field.
• Waterproof boots – two pairs if possible so that you can alternate daily.
• Rain jacket and pants. 
• Sunscreen and sunglasses.
• Shooting sticks for rifle hunts (practice setting up and shooting with these BEFORE you hunt!) in order 

to familiarize yourself with your gear before you need to use it.
• Camouflage – Except for turkey hunts and archery elk hunts, camouflage is not necessary but can be 

helpful.  Drab / neutral clothing is recommended, Hunter Orange is not required.

Turkey Hunts 
The weather during Turkey hunts is very unpredictable.  Expect rain, snow, sunshine or a combination of all three.  
Temperatures range from 20’s in the morning to 70’s in the afternoon.   Preparing for spring in northern New Mexico 
means dressing in layers.   We recommend the following:   

• 12 or 20-gauge shotgun with 2 ¾ to 3 ½ inch shells.  We recommend #6 shot;
• OR a bow or crossbow with fixed broad heads and quality arrows if you prefer to archery hunt.
• Camouflage!!  Hat (ball-cap and stocking cap), face mask, gloves, jacket, and pants.
• Be sure that your outer layer of camo is waterproof or at least water-resistant.
• Base layers! Some type of thin synthetic material to wear under your camoflauge.  No cotton!!
• Mid-layers. Fleece jacket, vest or pullover, wool socks.
• Waterproof boots, 2 pairs if you can and alternate boots daily to allow them to dry.
• A turkey vest that has a flip-down cushion attached is nice to have.
• If you want to fish during the turkey hunt bring a 5wt. or 6wt. fly-rod or a medium weight spinning rod.  

The Vermejo Company store has all the lures and flies that you might need for purchase.



Antelope Hunts 
This hunt is on the prairie section of Vermejo Park Ranch and tends to be warmer and dryer than the others.  Be 
prepared for heat and bugs.  Expect a spot and stalk style hunt with shots ranging from 100 to 300 yds. 

• .270 caliber rifle and quality scope with 150 grain bullet is ideal for pronghorn.
• .25-06, .243 or similar are also adequate but don’t hold their energy at longer yardages.
• Camouflage is not necessary but can be helpful, lighter shades are best. Drab natural colored pants and 

shirt work well.
• Pack for cool mornings and warm days.  Bring layers that are easy to put on and take off.
• Bug repellant and sunscreen are a must! Mosquitoes can be ravenous on the prairie this time of year and 

days will be warm and sunny.

Trophy Archery Elk Hunts 
These exciting hunts are during the peak rut.  Expect to walk a lot and be ready for close encounters with bull 
elk! 

• Bow – Minimum 50lb draw weight.
• Fixed broad heads 100-125 grain (mechanical broad heads are discouraged as they generally do not 

penetrate well enough on elk).
• Bring a release for compound bows, plus a spare.
• Carbon arrows are recommended.  Axis and Full metal jacket arrows by Easton work well.
• Camouflage! Hat (ball-cap and stocking cap), face mask, gloves, jacket and pants with an outer layer 

that is waterproof or at least water-resistant.

Trophy Rifle Elk Hunts 
Early October is much like the spring, in that, the weather is quite unpredictable.  Late October and November hunts 
tend to be much cooler.  Expect snow any time from the end of October onward.  For these hunts, pack for all 
conditions (wet/dry; warm/cold). Our first hunt periods are during the end of the rut, so expect to see some elk rut 
activity.  Leave the calling to your guide unless you are highly experienced; after that, the main strategy will be spot 
and stalk.  During the later hunts, you will see bulls in bachelor groups of several animals.  This hunt is all spot and 
stalk. 

• Minimum .30 caliber rifle recommended and a quality scope with quality ammunition sighted in for 200 
yards.

• A good quality 180 grain bullet is optimum (Accubond, Partition, Barnes-X, etc).
• Do not bring hollow point, Balistic tip or rapid expansion ammo.
• Shots may be from 50 to 300 yards but are usually less than 200 yards.
• Dress in layers. Some type of thin synthetic base layer material to wear under your camo.  No cotton!  

Mid-layers - fleece jacket, vest or pullover, wool socks, light rain gear.
• For later season hunts include something to keep your ears warm.

Management Bull Elk (definition) 

• Vermejo’s definition of a management bull elk is an older 5x5 bull whose body confirmation and 
features indicate the bull is past his prime.  Bulls with deformed pedicles causing at least one side 
of the antlers to be deformed are also management bulls.  Any velvet bull, after the rut, is 
considered a management bull.  Bulls with broken points are not management bulls. 



• Management bull hunts are one of the more difficult hunts in that you have to look at a lot of bulls 
before you find a management bull.

• The bag limit for a management bull elk license is any elk so the hunter can take a cow elk for meat if he 
does not find a management bull.

• It is the guides call as to weather a bull qualifies as a management bull.

Deer 
Expect to spend a lot of time in the truck.  The best way to hunt deer at Vermejo is by covering a lot of country to 
locate and then stalk your buck.  Be prepared for varying weather.  If archery hunting for deer, see elk archery gear 
list.  Below is the recommended list for rifle deer hunts. 

• .243 caliber rifle minimum with a quality scope using at least a good quality 115 grain bullet sighted in 
for 200 yards.

• Shots will be from 50 – 300 yards but are usually less than 200 yards.

Management Deer (Definition)

• Vermejo’s definition of a management mule deer is any older, mature buck without a G-3 or G-4 point.  
This does not include younger bucks who may not have developed a full antler configuration or large 
non-typical bucks.

• Any deer still in velvet after October 1 is a management buck.
• Deer with broken points are not management bucks.
• It is the guides call as to weather a buck qualifies as a management buck.

Cow Elk 
This hunt is a spot and stalk hunt and is great for putting meat in the freezer.  The best way to hunt cow elk at 
Vermejo is by glassing lots of country and looking for fresh sign along roads and travel areas.  Expect to spend a lot 
of time in the truck.  Be prepared for varying weather.    

• We recommend a minimum of a .270 / 7mm caliber rifle with a quality scope using a
150-180 grain bullet sighted in for 200 yards.  Shots will be from 50 – 300 yards.

Vermejo’s bison herd is free ranging and privately-owned.  No hunting license is required to hunt Vermejo bison as 
New Mexico law considers bison to be livestock.   Our Castlerock bison herd has been found to be genetically unique 
in that no cattle genes have been found during genetic testing.   To manage this high genetic diversity, we do not keep 
any bulls over three years of age.   Our hunts take place after the breeding season, so we do allow for harvest of these 
coming three-year -ld bulls during our fall hunts.   They are not exceptionally large animals, but are prime for the 
table and still provide a nice mount or skin.   Bison hunts are not exceptionally challenging, but you will have the 
opportunity to see a lot of the ranch and look much of the herd before selecting the bull you wish to harvest.  A bison 
head, skull or rug is a uniquely American trophy.    

Bison

•  Rifles are recommended for harvesting bison and caliber depends on shot placement. A minimum of 7 
mm or 30 caliber with 150 grain bullet is required.  Some guests like to use antique or replica rifles.   
Archery (fixed broad heads only) or muzzleloaders are allowed but a modern rifle must be available for a 
backup.



Booking and Cancellation Policy 

General Terms and Conditions 

• Hunt packages on Vermejo Park Ranch are considered “booked” when a 50% deposit of the total price of 
the package is on file with our Reservations Desk.

• An invoice will be provided if your hunt request is accepted.  Please do not attempt to pay without first 
receiving an invoice.

• Deposits must be paid within 30 days of the date of invoice.
• Payment should be made directly to the Reservations Desk via check or credit card.
• The total hunt cost is due by July 31 of the calendar year of the hunt. March 1 for turkey hunts.
• Hunt reservations not paid in full by July 31 of the calendar year of the hunt will be canceled and resold. 

Hunts booked after July 31 for the same calendar year require full payment.
• We require ndividuals booking for multiple hunters to provide us with written notification (e-mail is 

sufficient) of the additional hunter's name(s) and payment type. All persons paying will be held to this 
deposit policy. Only those in the party who have a confirmed deposit will be booked and only those with full 
payment as per this policy will be granted hunting privileges.

• Hunts are not booked more than 2 years in advance and are subject to the deposit policy listed above.
• Dates and rates are subject to change and our “Dates and Rates” will be updated annually.
• Exceptions to the policies listed above are made at the sole discretion of management.

Cancellations and Refunds 

In the unfortunate event you must cancel your hunt, refunds of deposit are available under the following 
circumstances: 

• Cancellations made prior to April 30: refund of deposit is available, minus a 15%administrative fee (January 
30 for Turkey Hunts).

• Cancellations made after April 30: 80% of deposit is available for refund if a client of similar value can be 
booked for the same date (January 30 for Turkey Hunts).

• Cancellations made after August 1: no refund of deposit is available (March 1 for Turkey Hunts).
• Vermejo no longer transfers deposits or reservations to subsequent years. Refunds of deposit overages are made 

at time of departure.
• Exceptions to this policy are made at the sole discretion of Vermejo Park Ranch management on a case by case 

basis.




